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Introducing…  

CLASSICAL CONFLUENCE 

Con’flu-ence (kǒn’flōō-ěns ; 86), n. 1. A flowing together; a junction of streams, or the stream or body so formed;  
a place of meeting. 2.Act of flocking, or coming together; concourse: as . vast confluence of people. 

 
 
lassical Confluence is TRCA’s new 
gathering of resources and 
recommendations from our board 
members and administration. We’ll 
share podcast recommendations, 

thought-provoking quotes, and great tools for your 
family. We’ll have coffee and conversations around 
great books.There may even be a TRCA podcast in 
store! And you thought it was only a brewery. 

HOME DAY PRAYER 

How do you begin your home day? Here’s an idea from 
one TRCA mom. Her family begins with a brief family 
meeting; scripture is read, catechism recited and they 
end reciting a prayer together. She chooses one prayer 
per quarter.    
 
“Let me not be at my own disposal, but rejoice that I am 
under the care of one who is too wise to err, too kind to 
injure, too tender to crush.  May I scandalize none by 

my temper and conduct, but recommend and endear 
Christ to all around, bestow good on everyone as 
circumstances permit, and decline no opportunity of 
usefulness.” 
 
Adapted from The Valley of Vision. Source: Mandi Gerth.  

WHAT WE’RE SINGING 

When you join us for our Grammar School assembly, 
you’ll hear some new songs. Last year, Randall 
Goodgame (aka Slugs and Bugs) released an entire 
hymnal of Scripture songs. Our Scripture memory for the 
Advent Season will be Mary’s Song. Search “Scripture 
Hymnal” on any music service and add their albums to 
your playlist.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lLpTjgTuBH4&list=OLAK5uy_mLRbRIvb7FVgQJHYrt0QdwzEIm7SCotMs&index=9
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A NEW CAROL 

There Blooms a Rose in Bethlehem 
by Neil NeGraide 

There blooms a rose in Bethlehem​
From tender stem hath sprung​

Of Jesse’s line this flower grows​
As men of old have sung​
Isaiah told us long ago​

About this rose we’d find​
In virgin arms we shall behold​

The Savior of mankind 

The glories of the heavens​
Surrounded shepherds bright​

The angels sang, a sign was shown​
The Christ was born that night​
What mystery they came upon​

The sign the heralds laud​
In manger slept the Holy One​

In flesh, the Son of God 

This flow’r in bloom, a scent so sweet​
That greets us in the air​

It has dispelled with hopefulness​
The sting of death’s despair​

Foretold, this rose was born to die​
But would not see decay​

So those who place their faith in Him​
Shall blossom from the grave 

Music and words by Neil DeGraide. © 2014 Sovereign Grace 
Worship/ASCAP (adm. by Integrity Music). Sovereign Grace 
Music, a division of Sovereign Grace Churches. All rights 
reserved. 

ADVENT TRADITION 

One of the Advent traditions in the Dietrich house is 
reading one of Arnold Ytreeide Advent novels. We have 
read all of them once and some of them twice! Here’s 
the publisher’s description of the first book.  
 
“Jotham’s Journey is divided into short chapters for each 
day of Advent, giving families the opportunity to create a 
seasonal tradition of storytelling in their home. 

Ten-year-old Jotham’s adventure takes him across Israel 
as he searches for his family. Though he faces thieves, 
robbers, and kidnappers, Jotham also encounters 
friendly wise men, shepherds, and innkeepers until at 
last he finds his way to his family—and to the Savior 
born in Bethlehem.” 

Know that they are often scary, 
and not every character will 
survive. The cliffhanger at the end 
of each chapter will keep any kid's 
attention, but I don’t want parents 
to be caught off guard. These 
books are a wonderful addition to 
building great Advent traditions.     

 

CLASSICAL EDUCATION’S 

MESSAGING CONUNDRUM  

“Classical education is, after all, not a reward for the 
already enlightened, but an act of love toward the 
still-forming soul. Only when we remember the dignity 
and promise of those outside our circles will we be ready 
to fulfill our vocation as educators.” - Erik Twist 
 
Thanks to Liz Bomer sharing this insightful article that 
paves a way for messaging about Classical education.    

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Jothams-Journey-Storybook-Advent-Storybooks/dp/0825441749/ref=sxin_17_pa_sp_search_thematic_sspa?adgrpid=186573263916&content-id=amzn1.sym.3bc0695d-00c7-49e5-83f8-9e87779a8d1b%3Aamzn1.sym.3bc0695d-00c7-49e5-83f8-9e87779a8d1b&cv_ct_cx=jotham%27s+journey&hvadid=779556037356&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9189692&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=3436438115303034995--&hvqmt=b&hvrand=3436438115303034995&hvtargid=kwd-434727365&hydadcr=22535_13531279_8212&keywords=jotham%27s+journey&mcid=1613cda24b893e83bc79e1be29c29a71&pd_rd_i=0825441749&pd_rd_r=1ccb0cd3-8878-4552-bad2-4456b0674fda&pd_rd_w=UKVID&pd_rd_wg=1jHUs&pf_rd_p=3bc0695d-00c7-49e5-83f8-9e87779a8d1b&pf_rd_r=BHAH5Y3HDNPGZKMKNPC8&qid=1763651904&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sr=1-1-6caf8c80-d701-4184-90ff-f670949d61c2-spons&aref=7oCyFl8VBk&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9zZWFyY2hfdGhlbWF0aWM&psc=1
https://classicaled.substack.com/p/high-tongue-and-high-gate-classical?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=3661856&post_id=177277488&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=3zqonu&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
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FIVE FAVORITES: Advent Books with Mr. Dietrich 

We’re adding a new column Classical Confluence. We’d love to share some of our favorites. It may range from 
our favorite works of great literature to our favorite coffee!   
 
1. Advent Stories by Arnold Ytreeide. As I mentioned above, The Advent Stories by Arnold Ytreeide are 
advent memories in our home.  If I could do it over again, I would make reading more memorable with more 
food. One year, we had baklava as we finished from a local restaurant as we finished the story of the magi. 
When we read the stories again, I’ll be sure to follow the recipe recommendations in the back.  
 
2. Let Heaven and Nature Sing by Hannah Anderson. I don’t know how to say it other than this is perhaps 
the most beautifully written Advent devotional I’ve read. Anderson has a very Wendell Berry feel as she 
weaves together reflections on nature and theology.  
 
3. O Come, Come Emmanuel by Jonathan Gibson. Gibson’s personal liturgy books have become a regular 
part of my devotional life. Reading historic reflections, creeds, catechisms, and ancient prayers was peculiar at 
first, but the gospel arc daily worship slowly became ingrained into my thinking. This is a book you could come 
back to regularly.  
​   
4.  The 25th by Joshua Gibbs. Though not an Advent devotional, I still really enjoy revisiting parts of this book 
at Christmas time. His chapter on Grinch dads and It’s a Wonderful Life. Even when I don’t agree with Gibbs, I 
still find his perspective just what I need to jar me out too much contemporary thought. 
 
5. The Innkeeper by John Piper. John Piper’s Christmas present to his church each year of ministry was a 
narrative poem. The Innkeeper is his imaginative story of Jesus going back to meet the Innkeeper who housed 
the Son of God. Better than reading it is following along while Piper reads it. Be warned: you’ll need kleenex.  
 
What are your favorites? I’d like to hear!  

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Heaven-Nature-Sing-Advent-Reflections/dp/1087776783/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=187375748098&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.x0ha2JrITSRQEApaszSiJmbkk6mgnCPltlGGKmXKbn9RmcaJM4VNJuHHG6n83JRoS9EoIBltbMXkoDki1OpJkLwU2SGEp0GsfIBlEmQhKtB3uKb8MdutnLP3fGMjES66zQ9pyIOjRz0Rg5CChsM4DcgL70PyJ9biIIxEj1IDDoVBSAElnT7VcbcyU8YX66_lRS0kBLXVOK_4Ur3vLRQkdysdsr7TdX6V-sZHOlsIZoc.oKirqkSRw8ezFErVOoA4ewhLQQENiwhPVsrXkN99ays&dib_tag=se&hvadid=779583776854&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9019657&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=10239599141262920480--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=10239599141262920480&hvtargid=kwd-2375161332177&hydadcr=8292_13544362_9586&keywords=let+heaven+and+nature+sing+book&mcid=71ea82ac3539380e8d0fbf70826e832d&qid=1763674484&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Come-Emmanuel-Liturgy-Worship-Epiphany/dp/1433587947
https://circeinstitute.org/product/the-25th-new-and-selected-christmas-essays/
https://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-innkeeper
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Photos from our Barn Dance 
Do you have TRCA  photos that you’d like to share? Please send them to Mr. Dietrich! 

 

 

mailto:zdietrich@tworiversclassical.org
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